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The Immigrant Legal 
Advocacy Project helps low-
income immigrants improve 
their legal status and works for 
more just and humane laws and 
policies affecting immigrants.

Our Mission:

T WO YEARS AGO, Daniel and Andrei arrived in Maine for their 
honeymoon to spend some time with Daniel’s family and explore the 

state where he had grown up. Unfortunately, during their trip a family health 
emergency changed everything—Daniel and Andrei needed to stay in Maine 
permanently. 
 “When we left home, we weren’t planning to stay. All of my clothes and 
one of our dogs were still in Europe,” explains Andrei.
 Daniel and Andrei had met several years earlier, after Daniel moved from 
Maine to Eastern Europe to pursue his career in the performing arts. Andrei 
owned their apartment, and the couple had gotten married earlier in the year. 
They were very content with their lives.
 Once it was clear that they were needed in Maine, Andrei’s immigration 
status became the primary concern. Because he had travelled on a tourist visa, 
they went to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) website 
to try to figure out what to do. It quickly became apparent that they would 
need help.
 Daniel recalls that, “Private lawyers were expensive and Andrei couldn’t 
work because he only had his [tourist] visa. We were looking at the very real 
possibility that he would have to go back to Europe without me.” Luckily, a 
colleague of his father recommended ILAP as a place to go to find out more 
about their options.
 Daniel and Andrei were overwhelmed by the various applications and 
forms, each of which were complicated in their own right, that they would 
need to submit to USCIS. So when ILAP’s Intake Supervisor Christina Starr 
clearly explained the process and assured them that it was a straightforward 
case, they were immediately relieved.

Stronger
Together

Daniel & Andrei 
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A s we continue to fight back against the barrage of 
inhumane policies and assaults on our immigration 
system, we cannot ignore the small successes or 

the life-changing work that is happening here in Maine 
and around the country. Beneath the negative news lie 
heartwarming stories of human triumph that can revitalize 
and inspire us.

At ILAP, one staff member has begun a tradition of 
sending monthly “ILAP Victories” emails to share some 
of our unseen or otherwise quickly forgotten wins. Some 
recent stories included: a jubilant client who came into 
the office to show us her long-awaited green card; the 17 
asylum cases ILAP won during a time when the asylum 

office had an 11% approval rate; a staff member celebrating his fifth year at ILAP; 
and a client who came in to introduce her child to the attorney who helped him get 
to Maine after years of separation. These stories cause us to stop for a moment and 
celebrate each other’s successes, and our own, before returning to the grueling work 
of defending clients against a system that is bent on deporting them.

We also rejoice in the fulfilled dreams of our clients. After we help them gain legal 
status, they go on to build robust lives in Maine. They are graduating from college, 
getting jobs, starting businesses, having families, and becoming advocates and 
leaders in our communities. The draconian immigration policies of the last two years 
have not stopped their aspirations from becoming reality.

If we look around, we can see people and organizations in Maine, across 
the country, and around the world who are helping each other and 
making our communities better places to live. Taking a moment to celebrate 
each small success and each life changed can help to recharge us during these difficult 
times.

At ILAP, these stories motivate us to continue advocating for our clients and 
fighting back against daunting systemic roadblocks and delays. In this newsletter 
you can read about our recent work, including proactive state legislative advocacy 
to help abused immigrant children in Maine. If you would like to stay informed on 
immigration updates as they happen, sign up for our “Golden Door” email newsletter 
at signup.ilapmaine.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Beneath the negative news lie heartwarming stories 
of human triumph that can revitalize and inspire us.
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 “Lost. We would have been just lost without her,” 
says Daniel. “And this was in early 2017, so policies were 
changing left and right. It made it seem like no policies 
were secure.”
 “Daniel and Andrei found themselves in a situation 
that could happen to any of us. And on top of the stress 
of caring for a sick family member, making a major 
move and finding new jobs, they also had to navigate the 
immigration system,” explains Christina.
 Christina began completing the different application 
forms, while Daniel and Andrei followed her instructions 
for collecting the required documentation and arranging 
a sponsor. Throughout, their experience was “one 
of compassion, complete with an informative and 
knowledgeable staff that understood our concerns and 
paid attention to our individual needs. Through every 
step of the process, ILAP took their time to make sure 
we understood thoroughly and confidently what was 
expected.”
 Then the day before Daniel and Andrei were ready 
to file their application, USCIS changed the application 
form! But because their case had been so thoroughly 
prepared, what could have been a major roadblock was 
only a minor setback. They quickly updated and filed 
their application, then waited the three months for their 
interview with USCIS.
 “I was petrified before the interview. But Christina 
told us what they were going to look at and our USCIS 
officer was very personable. It all went smoothly,” says 
Daniel.
 Almost a year after first arriving in Maine, Andrei 
received the happy news that his application was 
approved and he would receive his green card. Until 
then, he had been unable to apply for a state ID or work 
permit. “The first thing I did was get my driver’s license, 
because I had basically been stuck at home for a year. 
Then I started looking for jobs,” he remembers.
 “Daniel and Andrei’s case exemplifies the work 
that ILAP is doing day in and day out,” says Executive 
Director Sue Roche. “It may not make the headlines, but 
it’s at the heart of our mission and makes a very real 
impact in the lives of countless Maine families every 
year.”
 Today, as this newsletter goes to print, Daniel and 
Andrei are closing on their first home together. Andrei 
is a manager in the hospitality industry, while Daniel 
continues his work in the performing arts.
 “Because of ILAP, we were able to stay together,” 
says Daniel. “And we were newlyweds,” adds Andrei, “We 
would have been separated during the first years of our 
marriage, the happiest time of our lives.” n

  
Maura Melley

 
  

T here are many ways that ILAP’s 
wonderful supporters help us 
accomplish our mission, such as 

volunteering their time and expertise, 
making a financial contribution, or 
encouraging others to give. Maura 
Melley goes above and beyond—she 
does all three.
 After the 2016 election, 
when it became clear that the 
new administration was going to 
implement harsh new immigration 
policies, Maura felt she had to act.
 “I had recently retired and wanted 
to do something meaningful,” she 
remembers. “When I heard about 
ILAP, I immediately knew it was for 
me. All four of my grandparents came 
over from Ireland as unaccompanied 
minors and were penniless, so this 
would be my way to honor them and 

pay it forward.”
 Maura first got involved as a volunteer attorney on our 
Pro Bono Panel, donating dozens of hours to representing 
individuals seeking asylum in Maine.
 “I love to share what I’m doing with friends and 
neighbors. In the Midcoast we don’t see the same 
immigrant population as in Portland or Lewiston/Auburn, 
but everyone I talked to wanted to show their support. My 
neighbor and I decided we would take them up on that!”
 Together, they hosted a brunch where Maura shared the 
work she was doing and then asked guests to make a gift to 
ILAP. They raised an incredible $5,000 that morning! One 
guest also extended an invitation to present to her church’s 
charitable giving committee, which resulted in yet another 
generous gift to ILAP. 
 “Being on the Pro Bono Panel gives me an insight that 
other people seem to appreciate,” she explains. “Like me, 
they feel impotent about the unprecedented legal barriers 
that immigrants are facing and hungry to support the work 
of organizations like ILAP.”
 After the overwhelming success of her brunch, we 
asked Maura to bring her talent for fundraising and 
community engagement to our volunteer-led Development 
Committee. She gladly accepted, and we were thrilled.
 “I’m honored to support ILAP in any way that I can,” 
she says. “It’s a heartfelt connection for me.” n

Maura is a 
member of 
our India 
Street Society, 
an informal 
association 
of individuals 
and families 
who provide 
crucial financial 
leadership.

DONOR  SPOTLIGHT
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Advocacy for Immigrant Youth in Maine

ILAP is working with a coalition of organizations, including students 
and faculty at University of Maine School of Law, on a Maine bill that 
would provide a pathway to legal relief for vulnerable abused, neglect-
ed, or abandoned immigrant children between 18 and 20 years of age. 
Sign up for our monthly Golden Door email or follow us on Facebook 
or Twitter to get real-time updates! 

Supreme Court Upholds Indefinite Detention of Immigrants
The Supreme Court of the United States dealt another blow to immi-
grants’ rights in Nielsen v. Preap. The court decided, 5-4, that nonciti-
zens can be indefinitely detained without a bond hearing at any point 
after they had been released from criminal custody. 
 In his dissent, Justice Breyer pointed out the implications of the 
ruling. He wrote, “[noncitizens] subject to detention without a bail 
hearing may have been released from criminal custody years earlier, 
and may have established families and put down roots in a commu-
nity.” Further, he explained that “they may have been convicted of only 
minor crimes—for example, minor drug offenses or crimes instead 
of ‘moral turpitude’ such as illegally downloading music or possessing 
stolen bus transfers; and they sometimes may be innocent spouses or 
children of a suspect person.”
 Now it is up to Congress to change the mandatory detention provi-
sion of the Immigration and Nationality Act. We must continue to 
advocate for changes to our inhumane immigration laws.

Congress Rejects Border Wall, but President Overrules with Veto
On February 15, 2019, President Trump took the extraordinary step 
of declaring a National Emergency to circumvent Congress’s refusal to 
allocate money for his border wall. 
 The House of Representatives and Senate passed a resolution 
to block the President’s emergency declaration to build the border 
wall. Maine's entire congressional delegation voted against President 
Trump’s unconstitutional declaration. This was the first time in history 
that Congress has voted to block a presidential emergency declaration. 
President Trump vetoed the resolution, his first veto.
 There are also several lawsuits challenging the emergency declara-
tion. In one lawsuit, 16 states, including Maine, have sued the govern-
ment over the declaration. The states argue that the emergency declara-
tion would cause “significant harm” to public safety, natural resources, 
and financial stability of the states. There are also lawsuits on behalf of 
environmental organizations, the City of El Paso, and a governmental 
ethics organization, to name a few. 

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) Extended For Many Countries
The government has extended Temporary Protected Status (TPS) until 

January 2, 2020, for TPS holders from 
El Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua, Hondu-
ras, Nepal and Sudan, due to ongoing 
litigation. 
 The government has also extend-
ed TPS for South Sudan and Deferred 
Enforced Departure (DED) for Liberia. 
DED is a lesser known humanitar-
ian program that is authorized by the 
president and allows recipients to 
obtain a work permit, but provides no 
pathway to permanent legal status or 
citizenship.
 The only real way to ensure safety 
for TPS holders is to pass a law provid-
ing them with a pathway to perma-
nent status. 

Anti-Immigrant Proposed “Public 
Charge” Rule Receives Huge 
Pushback
The Trump administration published 
its proposed “public charge rule” 
changes on October 10, which ensure 
that only wealthy immigrants could 
build a future in the United States. 
 “Public charge” is a test to see 
if someone is likely to become de-
pendent on specific government 
programs. The government uses 
this test when someone applies for 
a family-based green card or certain 
visas. Right now, when deciding if an 
intending immigrant might become a 
“public charge” in the future, the gov-
ernment looks at whether he/she has 
received cash assistance (like TANF or 
SSI), or government funded long-term 
care. This proposed rule would add 
non-emergency Medicaid, Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program 
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PRO 
BONO

PANEL 
UPDATE

TRAININGS & WORKSHOPS
n  On March 7, ILAP provided a CLE training for 30 
current and prospective Pro Bono Panel members 
on how to create a strong affirmative asylum case (cases 
decided by USCIS rather than in Immigration Court). 
Leading the session was our new Asylum Attorney, 
Michelle Gentry, whose in-depth knowledge of asylum 
was evident throughout the well-received presentation. 
Thank you to Pierce Atwood for hosting.

n  In February, ILAP held its first community 
workshop for pro se asylum applicants who entered 
the US via the southern border and, as a result, must 
appear in Immigration Court. This complicated and 
Kafka-esque process is incredibly challenging to navigate 
without legal guidance. In May, ILAP held a similar 
workshop in Lewiston and, in February and April, we 
partnered with UMaine Law’s Refugee & Human Rights 
Clinic to provide workshops for pro se asylum seekers 
with cases with USCIS.

SUCCESSES
n  In January, Pro Bono Panel member Wayne Jortner 
won asylum for an Angolan man and his family 
under the new “Last In, First Out” (LIFO) policy. Miriam 
Johnson of Berman Simmons also received a grant 
of asylum (her second with ILAP) for a Djiboutian 
woman whose case had been pending since 2015. These 
victories were hard-earned and a much needed morale 
boost at a time when the Boston Asylum Office is denying 
most affirmative cases. Congratulations, Wayne and 
Miriam!

n  ILAP’s 2018 Pro Bono Firm of the Year award went 
to Bernstein Shur, where nearly two dozen attorneys 
represent asylum seekers. Arnie MacDonald—Bernstein 
super achiever—alone has three clients in Immigration 
Court and another case pending with USCIS. We are 
proud to also recognize Daniel Keenan of McCloskey, 
Mina, Cunniff & Frawley as our 2018 Pro Bono 
Attorney of the Year. Dan was willing to take on a 
difficult defensive case as his first ILAP pro bono client—
and he won.

JOIN OUR WORK
n  The Boston Asylum Office estimates that there are 
currently 2,000 asylum applications pending from Maine 
residents, most of whom are fleeing violence in Central 
Africa. To find out more about providing life-changing 
asylum representation, contact Asylum Program 
Director Jennifer Bailey at jbailey@ilapmaine.org.

(SNAP), Medicare Part D Low Income Subsidy, and hous-
ing assistance, such as public housing or Section 8 housing 
vouchers and rental assistance—but only for these benefits 
received by the applicant.
 The proposed rule adds a “heavily positive” factor of an 
intending immigrant's household income of at least 250 
percent of the Federal Poverty Level. This means a family of 
4 might need to earn nearly $63,000 annually to rebut nega-
tive factors under the public charge test. It also adds several 
“negative” factors that would count against the intending 
immigrant, including not speaking English, having a disabil-
ity, or having children.
 Over the two month comment period for the proposed 
public charge rule, ILAP gave 25 presentations to the im-
migrant community, agency providers, general public, and 
Congressional delegation staff. Nationally, over 210,000 
comments were submitted, and most of those were opposed 
to the proposed rule. The government has not yet published 
its response to the comments. n

 ILAP by the Numbers

ILAP provided direct legal services to 2,951 individuals 
in 2018. Clients came from all 16 of Maine’s counties 
and from 99 countries around the world. Almost one in 
five (17%) were children.

Highlights include: 

n  1,794 immigrant community members and 
service providers attended 60 outreach events.

n  ILAP staff and pro bono attorneys provided full 
legal representation for 371 clients.

n  1,139 individuals were served through 
consultations, brief interventions and forms 
assistance.

n  For the 3rd year in a row, ILAP achieved a 100% 
approval rate on all cases that received a final 
decision.

n  55% of full representation cases were handled 
by our 178-member Pro Bono Panel, at a value of 
$937,242.

STAY INFORMED:
n  Visit signup.ilapmaine.org to receive ILAP’s 
“Golden Door” email updates on laws and policies 
affecting immigrants in Maine.
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Musician-led ensemble Palaver Strings 
performs at Ocean Gateway, March 22.

Community partners supporting ILAP's big night!
ILAP board member Caroline Teschke, M.D. 
with Executive Director Sue Roche.

Student volunteers from Casco Bay High School.
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On March 22nd, ILAP welcomed 310 of our most steadfast 
supporters to Ocean Gateway in Portland for CeleSoirée 2019. The 
15th anniversary event kicked off with a delicious buffet from MAIZ, 
Sichuan Kitchen, and The Sinful Kitchen, as well as the opportunity 
to win high-end raffle prizes donated by 30 generous local businesses. 
The audience then enjoyed a call to action from Executive Director Sue 
Roche, a stirring performance by 13-member string ensemble Palaver 
Strings, and a community perspective on ILAP’s impact. Special thank 
you to emcee Tom Douglas and Board member Caroline Teschke, who 
stepped into their roles just two days before doors opened!

CeleSoirée shows how powerful community can be when we come 
together. Nearly $74,000 was raised at the event, including 
gifts of all sizes, spurred by a $10,000 match from our 
Board of Directors in honor of the 15th anniversary of 
the event. More than 50 volunteers, including nearly 20 Casco 
Bay High students, also donated their time in the night’s planning 
and execution under the leadership of volunteer coordinator Tara 
McDonough. In total, 60 tickets were purchased or donated so that 
members of Maine’s immigrant communities could attend CeleSoirée 
at no cost, resulting in a room that truly reflected the many people 
committed to ILAP’s work.

Within the current climate of fear and uncertainty, events like 
CeleSoirée 2019 help ensure that immigrants in Maine are able to 
achieve safety and stability for themselves and their families, access 
educational and employment opportunities, build networks and 
resiliency, and become powerful advocates for social justice. We’re 
already looking forward to next year's event on March 27, 2020, and 
we hope you are too! n

Thank you 

CeleSoirée with us! 

for marking 15 years of 

All CeleSoirée 2019 photos by Dave Dostie

CeleSoirée’s youngest guest!

CeleSoirée attendees enjoying the festivities.

Community members come together.
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ILAP’S LEWISTON OFFICE 
TURNS ONE
n  It’s hard to believe that twelve 
months have passed since ILAP 
opened our Lewiston office! We have 
been hard at work meeting the growing 
need for immigration legal services in 
Lewiston/Auburn, and are thrilled to 
announce that we now provide our 
full range of direct legal services on-site. We also offer outreach and 
training for local service providers on important immigration topics, 
and community workshops for individuals applying for asylum 
without a lawyer.

Throughout our first year, it has been our community partners that 
have helped us thrive. We are especially grateful for the ongoing 
support of Lewiston-based law firm Berman & Simmons, whose 
attorneys provide countless hours of pro bono services representing 
asylum seekers. We are also deeply appreciative of Bates College, 
whose French & Francophone Studies Department has sent numerous 
students to provide interpretation during client meetings. We were 
honored to host three amazing Bates student-interns this year!

MILBRIDGE PARTNERSHIP REMAINS STRONG
n  This winter and spring, ILAP continued to travel to Milbridge 
every other month for intake, consultations and clients 
meetings in a part of the state with limited access to immigration 
legal services. Special thanks to Mano en Mano for hosting us and 
connecting us with the local community!

RURAL MAINE PROJECT TRAVELS 3,000 MILES
n  This winter, ILAP staff have been travelling around the state 
meeting diverse immigrant communities and the organizations that 
serve them. The project’s goal is to form bonds with and deliver 
useful mobile legal services to Maine’s rural immigrant centers.

To date, the Rural Maine Project has taken ILAP staff to 
Biddeford, Sanford, Springvale, Augusta, Waterville, 
Bangor, Ellsworth, Machias, Presque Isle, Caribou, Clinton, 
and Dover-Foxcroft. Our partnership with Maine Mobile Health 
Program has been instrumental in reaching these communities. In 
the first five months of the program, staff has gathered local wisdom, 
invited assessments of community needs and preferences, and 
provided some (limited) outreach and consultation services. 

If you know of immigrant communities in these or other rural areas 
that might welcome a conversation about immigration and legal 
services, or if you know groups or organizations that serve those 
communities, please share your thoughts with Rural Maine 
Project Attorney Barbara Taylor at btaylor@ilapmaine.org.

On February 11, the ILAP 
community gathered at Bridgeway 
Restaurant for our annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Party, where we took a 
moment to say “thank you” to all of the 
dedicated volunteers who make our work 
possible. 2018 honorees were:  

♦  Lewiston Volunteer of the Year:
 Gillian Coyne
♦  Lewiston Community Partner:
 Bates College
♦  Intake Volunteer Award: 
 Marcia Salem
♦  Pro Se Clinic Volunteer Award:
 Ashley Slaton
♦  Volunteer Interpreter Award: 
 Gretchen Stanton
♦  Development Volunteer Award: 
 Cheryl Stevens
♦  Business Partner Award:  
 Sea Glass Events
♦  Pro Bono Firm of the Year: 
 Bernstein Shur
♦  Pro Bono Attorney of the Year: 
 Daniel Keenan, Esq.
♦  ILAP Hero Award:
 Yves Van Damme
♦  Community Partner Award: 
 Maine Mobile Health 

VOLUNTEER 
APPRECIATION 

AWARDS

AROUND 207

How You Can Help ILAP

Join us in building stronger Maine 
communities! Make a gift to ILAP by:

• Sending a check to PO Box 17917, 
Portland, ME 04112 (gifts of $300 or more 
include India Street Society membership)

• Visiting donate.ilapmaine.org to give 
with credit card or begin a monthly gift

• Transferring a gift of stock; contact 
Danny at dmuller@ilapmaine.org

• Making a legacy gift; call Laura at 
 207-699-4407
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n  During the fall of 2018 and spring of 2019, 
ILAP conducted “Community Conversation 
Meetings” with groups of former clients in 
Portland, Lewiston, and Milbridge. 
 
The purpose of the meetings was to obtain 
feedback and recommendations from 
clients who have used ILAP’s services. A 
total of twenty-six participants attended the 
three meetings, which were conducted with 
interpreters. We gained valuable information 
and received suggestions that will help us 
to improve our services and better meet 
the needs of our clients. It was also an 
opportunity to develop stronger relationships 
with the communities that we serve. 

n  Thank you to Maine Women's Fund for 
recognizing the dedication, leadership and 
expertise of ILAP's stellar Executive Director, 
Sue Roche. And congratulations on 30 years 
of investing in the power of women and girls 
in Maine!

n  This spring, Pine Tree Legal Assistance & 
ILAP conducted joint outreach sessions to 
educate Mainers as to how taxes can affect 
one's immigration status or the application of 
a family member.

n  On April 11, ILAP’s Advocacy and 
Outreach Attorney traveled to Washington, 
D.C. for the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association’s National Day of Action. She 
met with Senators Collins and King and 
their staff as well as staff from the offices of 
Representatives Pingree and Golden. She 
urged them to support legislation such as 
H.R. 6 the “American Dream and Promise 
Act” as well as to push back against the 
administration’s policies that hurt asylum 
seekers and due process for immigrants.

n  Six ILAP staff attorneys and members of the 
Board joined immigration practitioners across 
the area to participate in the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association's (AILA)  
16th Annual New England Conference on 
March 1st. This intensive one-day conference 
provides the latest news, practice 
developments, networking opportunities and 
offers strategies for success. 

n  ILAP had the privilege of participating in 
two events with “Making Migration Visible: 
Traces, Tracks & Pathways,” at the Institute 
of Contemporary Art at Maine College 
of Art this past fall. The exhibitions were a 
collaboration between artists and community 
groups to change the conversation about 

migration across Maine.

Wilkommen, Welcome!BIENVENUE!

Farewell and Well Wishes!BANKWANA!

n  Vanessa Stasse has joined the ILAP team as a 
part-time Interpreter/Legal Program Associate in 
our Lewiston office. Vanessa is fluent in French and 
Portuguese and has been invaluable in providing 
interpretation and translation services to our clients. 
Having Vanessa greet clients in their native language 
when they walk through ILAP’s doors has made all the 
difference in providing a welcoming environment and 
access to services.    

n  Michelle Gentry, Esq., has been welcomed to 
ILAP staff as our new Asylum Attorney.  Michelle 
worked as an Asylum Officer for the Refugee, Asylum 
and International Operations Division of USCIS, where 
she adjudicated numerous asylum cases and made 
credible and reasonable fear determinations. She has 
also worked as an attorney representing asylum seekers 
and immigrant victims of crime and abuse. She speaks 
Spanish, French, and a smattering of German.  

n  Rebecca Klotzle, Esq., is an attorney at Curtis 
Thaxter LLC in Portland, and joined ILAP's Board of 
Directors this winter. She is a member of ILAP’s Pro Bono 
Panel and, before moving back to Maine, had a significant 
pro bono practice in Boston, that included asylum and 
other immigration work.  Rebecca grew up in Mid-
coast Maine but now lives in New Gloucester with her 
husband, a past recipient of ILAP’s legal services.  

n  Loretta Prescott, our Development Director for many years,  has moved 
out of state with her family and is continuing her social justice work as 
Director of Development at JASMYN in Jacksonville, Florida. Thank you for 
everything, Loretta, and enjoy the sunshine!

n  We are saying goodbye, and thank you, to the graduating seniors from 
Bates College. A special note of appreciation to Gillian Coyne who, for the 
past three years, has been a dedicated interpreter, volunteer, and intern. Best 
of luck as a Fulbright Scholar in Luxembourg!

n  Jennifer Bailey became ILAP’s new Asylum Program Director after 
serving as Asylum Attorney & Pro Bono Coordinator since 2016, and 
previously as Staff Attorney and Supervising Attorney.

n  Laura Simocko has transitioned from Grant Writer to become ILAP’s new 
Development Director.  

n  Barbara Taylor returned as ILAP’s Rural Maine Project Attorney in fall 
2018, after serving as both Staff Attorney and Senior Staff Attorney from 
2006 to 2017. 

n  Nadine Twagirayezu, ILAP Asylum Paralegal, welcomed her daughter 
Gabriella to the world on March 9th.

MELTING POT

STAFFNEWS

Vanessa Stasse

Michelle Gentry, Esq.

Rebecca Klotzle, Esq.
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INTAKE for new clients, or former clients with new matters, 
takes place by appointment. 

Appointments for Intake can be made any weekday except Wednesday by calling the ILAP office at 
207-780-1593 or by coming to the office between 9 and 5. Intake appointments can be done in person or by 
phone. Everyone must first have an Intake appointment before consulting with an ILAP attorney or getting 
help with immigration forms..

n  ILAP offers extended attorney 
consultations on immigration legal issues in 
Portland and Lewiston, as well as bi-monthly 
in Milbridge, for those who have gone 
through Intake.  For those who cannot travel 
to those locations, we offer consultations by 
telephone or Skype. ILAP also offers emergency 
consultations for clients referred by other 
service providers and for those with pressing 
issues of safety. ILAP attorneys may also provide 
full representation to vulnerable clients with 
complex cases before Immigration hearing 
officers and courts.

n  ILAP offers education and outreach 
programs, by request, to organizations and 
service providers on a range of immigration 
topics. We take part in training programs 
for legal, medical, law enforcement or 
other personnel who work with immigrant 
communities.  We also participate in 
advocacy to improve laws and policies that 
affect Maine’s immigrants.

n  ILAP helps people to understand, fill 
out, document, file and follow the progress of 
their immigration applications.  We also assist  
applicants who must progress through additional 
complicated steps on their way to a final result.

n  ILAP assists asylum seekers to find lawyers 
through its asylum pro bono panel.  ILAP also 
collaborates with the University of Maine School 
of Law to offer regular classes for asylum seekers 
who have no lawyer and are filing their own 
asylum applications.

ILAP Office:
489 Congress Street, 3rd Floor
Portland, ME  04101
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